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Dear Mayor, Vice Mayor, and Commissioners,

In 2015, Ijoined the City of Coral Gables City Attorney’s Office as Deputy City Attorney to then-
City Attorney Craig E. Leen. After serving in that role for approximately 1 year and 8 months, I
was nominated by then-Commissioner Vince Lago for the post of City Attorney in November
2017, and was appointed with the unanimous support of the then-City Commission — Mayor
Valdez-Fauli, Vice Mayor Keon, Commissioners Lago, Mena, and Quesada. Since that time, I
have had the pleasure of serving under and working with Commissioners Anderson, Cason, Fors
and Menendez. Being appointed City Attorney and serving in this capacity, for the past 5 years,
has been the greatest honor and privilege of my professional career, and I am externally grateful
to those who afforded me this opportunity and to those who have supported me during my tenure.

Since 2017, the City Attorney’s Office has continued its reputation for excellence and superb
service to the City of Coral Gables government, its residents, and visitors. Notably, in 2022, the
office earned the distinction of having 100 percent of its attorneys certified by the Florida Bar in
City, County, and Government Law, declaring each of us experts in this area of practice.
Additionally, myself and the Deputy City Attorney serve on the Executive Council for the City,
County, and Local Government Law Section of the Florida Bar and almost all lawyers in the office
serve on various bar committees. We are very involved with the City Attorney Committee of the
Miami-Dade League of Cities, have been individually recognized for our professional
achievements, and are active in influential voluntarily bar associations. In fact, in 2022, I had the
honor of serving as president of the Cuban American Bar Association (“CABA”) and Assistant
City Attorney Gus Ceballos was elected to served on the board beginning in 2023.

During my tenure, this office has continued to lead in fighting preemption and taking strong legal
positions in defense of local control and other policy matters that are a priority for the City’s
elected and appointed officials. The office has also secured many legal victories for the City,
drafted effective and irmovative legislation, obtained financial settlements for the benefit of the
City, helped preserve the character and aesthetic of our community by implementing the City’s
unique process for addressing abandoned and troubled properties, assisted in keeping our City safe
through the Justice Advocate Program, and generally provided essential legal support to City
leaders to ensure the legal integrity of the City’s processes and policies. (A full list of the
accomplishments of the City Attorney’s Office is attached hereto.)

As I envision closing my professional chapter at the City of Coral Gables, what I see are the faces
of the wonderful and dedicated people that I have had the opportunity to work with each day. It
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has been a pleasure to work for committed elected officials and dedicated public servants. I am
especially grateful to have worked alongside the best City Manager and City Clerk that any
municipality can ask for. Peter Iglesias and Billy Urquia are unbelievably committed, ethical, kind,
competent, and absolute gentlemen. Their hard work and dedication set the tone for those who
work for the benefit of this community each day. I have also had the pleasure of working with
wonderful department directors who always have the City’s best interest at heart. In particular, I
thank Chief Hudak, Chief De la Rosa, Diana Gomez, Hermes Diaz, Suramy Cabrera, Raquel
Elejabarrieta, and Zeida Sardiñas, with whom I have worked most closely, for making coming to
work each day such a pleasure. The City is fortunate to have such qualified, hardworking, and
honorable individuals working for the benefit of its residents.

Finally, it is with a heavy heart that I leave the best City Attorney’s Office in the country. As I
have told each of you, I wholeheartedly endorse the appointment of Cristina Suarez as the next
City of Coral Gables City Attorney. After almost 7 years with the City and over 5 years as Deputy
City Attorney, Cristina is uniquely qualified to head this office in a seamless and effective matter,
ensuring continuity and the highest level of representation for the City. Cristina is immensely
qualified, incredibly hardworking, a tried and trusted leader, an ethical public servant, and the ideal
person to serve as my successor.

To my office: Cristina, Stephanie, Gus, Naomi, Brigette, Enga, and Katherine, thank you for
making even the most stressful day a good one, for your commitment, faithfulness, work ethic,
and heart; thank you for always putting the team first and being willing to step up for one another;
thank you for your friendship and for making our office a family. I will miss all of you dearly!

While I am leaving City employment, my new position will be a local one. Please know that I will
always remain available to help the City Beautiful. Thank you again for the privilege of serving
this wonderful City.
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amolerRao B. S.C.
City Att rney

CC: Peter Iglesias, City Manager
Albert Parjus, Assistant City Manager
Billy Urquia, City Clerk
Yolande Davis, Deputy City Clerk
Cristina Suarez, Deputy City Attorney
Stephanie Throckmorton, Assistant City Attorney
Gus Ceballos, Assistant City Attorney
Naomi Levi-Garcia, Assistant City Attorney
Brigette Chen, Paralegal and Assistant to the City Attorney
Enga Paulk, Assistant to the Deputy City Attorney
Katherine Ruiz, Clerical Assistant


