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CITY OF CORAL GABLES 

M E M O R A N D U M 

TO:  Vice Mayor and City Commissioners 
   
FROM:  Mayor Vince Lago 

CC: City Manager, City Attorney, City Clerk 

RE:   Support for Appointment of Deputy City Attorney Cristina M. Suárez to the Post  
  of City Attorney 

DATE:  January 9, 2022 

 As all of you know, after almost eight years of exemplary and faithful service to the City, 
including more than five years as City Attorney, City Attorney Miriam Soler Ramos has submitted 
her letter of resignation.  I am extremely grateful and proud of the great work that Miriam has 
accomplished for the City and she will be missed. 
 
 Given Miriam’s departure, I have asked the City Clerk to add an item on the January 10th 
Commission Agenda under Mayor’s Comments for the appointment of Deputy City Attorney 
Cristina M. Suárez to the post of City Attorney.  Cristina has served the City of Coral Gables since 
2016 when she joined the City Attorney’s Office under Craig Leen as an Assistant City Attorney.  
In 2017, she was named Deputy City Attorney and City Prosecutor and served with high distinction 
in that role for over five years.  As Deputy City Attorney, Cristina has not only worked closely 
with the City Commission and drafted resolutions, ordinances, and legal opinions, but she has 
served as counsel to the Construction Regulation Board and the Trial Board; she has prosecuted 
cases before the Code Enforcement Special Magistrate and before the Code Enforcement Board; 
and she has covered City Commission meetings as Acting City Attorney.  Cristina manages special 
counsel in matters including litigation, code enforcement, abandoned real property, and 
telecommunications matters, among others.  She regularly provides counsel to City departments, 
including, for example, matters involving real estate, land use, construction, procurement, and 
public art.  Cristina also oversees the City Attorney’s Office’s legal internship program, 
supervising interns from local and out-of-state law schools.  On various occasions, Cristina has 
served as Acting City Attorney in the City Attorney’s absence.  Most significant, however, is the 
excellent level of service that Cristina provides, not only to the City Commission, but also to the 
City’s residents and visitors. 
 
 Cristina is Board Certified by the Florida Bar in City, County, and Local Government Law.  
She serves as Editor of The Agenda, the newsletter of the City, County, and Local Government 
Law Section, as well as having served on Florida Bar committees.  A graduate of Florida 
International University College of Law, she was presented with the FIU Alumni Association 
Torch Award for Community Leadership in 2018. 
 
 As you can see, Cristina is extremely qualified to take the charge as the next City of Coral 
Gables City Attorney.  She has the knowledge, the experience, and the commitment to continue 
serving the City and is the best candidate for the post of City Attorney. 
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 In addition, I am grateful to the City Attorney and her predecessor Craig Leen, for having 
the best interests of the City in mind when they set the groundwork for a seamless process for 
succession in the City Attorney’s Office, following the model of the County Attorney’s Office that 
has been very successful for decades.  Here at the City, we have seen firsthand the benefits and 
continuity that come with selecting the second-in-command as successor, as has been the case with 
our current City Manager, City Attorney, and City Clerk. 
 
 Finally, this plan of succession not only ensures we continue to have the most qualified 
individuals to lead the office, but it also maintains the political neutrality of the City Attorney’s 
Office. For this additional reason, I am fully supportive of appointing Cristina as our next City 
Attorney. 
 

Given my support for appointing Cristina to the post of City Attorney, and pursuant to my 
authority under Sec. 2-28(b)(3) of the City Code, I have negotiated proposed terms and a benefits 
package for her employment which will be set forth in a resolution I will sponsor for adoption 
during Tuesday’s Commission meeting.   


